
2011 Summe r Reading Recommendations 

Social Studies Department 

 
Required reading for AP US History: 

 Nash, et al, The American People, Read th e fir st 9 ch apter s 

 Ron Ch ern ow, Alexander Hamilton 

Required Reading for American Studies  

 Er ik Lar son, Devil in t he White City (Hon or s an d C1) 

Edwar d Kohn, Hot Time in the Old Town (Hon or s On ly) 

Some Like it Hot ( ever yon e view th is movie) 

Required Reading for Humanities: 

 Homer , The Odyssey, tran slated by Rober t Fitzger ald 

 Th omas Cahill, Sailing the Wine Dark Sea 

Required Reading for AP Economics 

Char les Wh eelan, Naked Economics 

Required Reading for AP Psychology 

 Dan iel Goleman , Emotional Intelligence 

 

Recommended Reading 
 

9
th 

Grade World History Recommendations: 
Lisa See, Snow Flower and the Secret Fan 

William Man ch ester , A World Lit Only by Fire 

Ger aldin e Br ooks, Year of Wonders 

 

10
th 

Grade World History II Recommendations: 

Mikh ail Sh olokh ov, And Quiet Flows the Don  Ha Jin, War Trash 

J.M. Coetzee, Life and Times of Michael K   Jun g Chan g, Wild Swans 
Anatole Fr an ce, The Gods Will Have Blood    V. S. Naipal, In a Free State 

Dava Sobel, Galileo’s Daughter    Chin ua Ach ebe, Things Fall Apart 

Bar bar a Kin gsolver , Poisonwood Bible   Pear l Buck, The Good Earth 

David Fr omkin, A Peace to End All Peace   Rober t Massie, Peter the Great 

Alexan der Solzh en itsyn , The Gulag Archipolago 

Isaiah Ber lin, Russian Thinkers 

Sidney Bradshaw Fay, The Origins of the World War 

 

11
th 

Grade American History Recommendations: 

Mar k Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  Joh n Gr iffin, Black Like Me 

Lillian Smith, Killers of t he Dream    Ja y Winik, April 1865 

Debor ah Ellis, The Breadwinner    James Bassett, Harm’s Way 
Kevin Baker, Paradise Alley    Steph en Puleo, Dark Tide 

Alex Haley, Th e Autobiography of Malcolm X   Tim O’Brien,  The Things They Carried 

James Loewen , Lies My Teacher Told Me   Rober t Dallek, Nixon and Kissinger 

Zor a Neale Hur ston, Their Eyes were Watching God  Er ik Lar son, Isaac's Storm 

Mar k Bowd en , Black Hawk Do wn 

Rober t Wood war d, Plan of Attack  

Dor is Kearn s Good win , Team of Rivals 

 Edwar d P. Jon es, The Known World 

 Joh n Dos Passos, USA Trilogy 

David Brion Davis, Inhuman Bondage, The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New World 

Fr ed An der son and Andr ew Cayt on , The Dominion of War, Empire and Liberty in North America, 
1500-2000  
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http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(hot%20time%20in%20the%20old%20town)%20and%20a:(kohn)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(some%20like%20it%20hot)%20and%20a:(wilder)%20and%20(videorecording)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
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http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(quiet%20flows%20the%20don)%20and%20a:(sholokhov)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(michael%20k)%20and%20a:(coetzee)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=(t%3A(gods%20will%20have%20blood)%20and%20a%3A(france))&searchscope=1&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(galileo's%20daughter)%20and%20a:(sobel)%20and%20not%20(videorecording)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(kingsolver)%20and%20t:(poisonwood%20bible)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(peace%20to%20end%20all%20peace)%20and%20a:(fromkin)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search~S42/X?SEARCH=(a%3A(solzhenitsyn)%20and%20t%3A(gulag%20archipelago))&searchscope=1&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=(t%3A(russian%20thinkers)%20and%20a%3A(berlin))&searchscope=1&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=(t%3A(origins%20of%20the%20world%20war)%20and%20a%3A(fay))&searchscope=1&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(war%20trash)%20and%20a:(jin)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(wild%20swans)%20and%20a:(jung)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search~S42/X?SEARCH=(a%3A(naipaul)%20and%20t%3A(in%20a%20free%20state))&searchscope=1&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(achebe)%20and%20t:(things%20fall%20apart)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(good%20earth)%20and%20a:(buck)%20and%20not%20(videorecording)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(massie)%20and%20t:(peter%20the%20great)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(twain%20mark)%20and%20t:(huckleberry%20finn)%20and%20not%20(videorecording)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(killers%20of%20the%20dream)%20and%20a:(lillian)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(deborah)%20and%20t:(breadwinner)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(baker%20kevin)%20and%20t:(paradise%20alley)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(haley)%20and%20t:(autobiography%20of%20malcolm)%20and%20not%20(videorecording)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=(loewen)%20and%20(lies%20my%20teacher%20told%20me)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search~S42/X?SEARCH=a:(hurston)%20and%20t:(their%20eyes%20were%20watching%20god)%20and%20not%20(videorecording)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(bowden)%20and%20t:(black%20hawk%20down)%20and%20not%20(videorecording)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(woodward)%20and%20t:(plan%20of%20attack)%20and%20not%20(videorecording)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(goodwin)%20and%20t:(team%20%20of%20rivals)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(jones%20edward)%20and%20t:(known%20world)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=(a%3A(dos%20passos)%20and%20t%3A(u%20s%20a))&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=(t%3A(inhuman%20bondage%20the%20rise))&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(dominion%20of%20war)%20and%20a:(anderson)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(griffin)%20and%20t:(black%20like%20me)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=(t%3A(april%201865)%20and%20a%3A(winik))&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(harm's%20way)%20and%20a:(bassett)%20and%20not%20(videorecording)&searchscope=1&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(puleo)%20and%20t:(dark%20tide)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=(a%3A(o'brien)%20and%20t%3A(things%20they%20carried))%20and%20not%20(symphony%20space)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=a:(dallek)%20and%20t:(nixon%20and%20kissinger)&searchscope=42&SORT=D
http://library.minlib.net/search/X?SEARCH=t:(isaac's%20storm)%20and%20a:(larson%20erik)&searchscope=42&SORT=D


Senior Focus Recommendations: 

Tr acey Ki dder, Mountains Beyond Mountains 

Food Inc, cr eated by film maker Rober t Kenn er 

 Jon athan Kozol, Amazing Grace  

 
Economics Recommendations: 

Spen cer John son , Who Moved My Cheese  Michael Lewis, The Big Short   

Malcolm Gladwell, The Tipping Point  William Coh an, Money and Power 

Suze Or man, The Road to Wealth   Char les Wh eelan, Naked Economics 

 Levitt an d Dubn er , Freakonomics   Milton Friedman, Free to Choose 

Todd Buchh olz, New Ideas from Dead Economists  

 

Psychology Recommendations: 
Suzanna Kaysen, Girl Interrupted 

Victor Fran kl, Man’s Search for Meaning 

 

Other recommendations of “great summer reads” from the  

Social Studies Department: 

From Jen Baker 

 A yaan Hir si Ali, Infidel 

from Suzanne Bolles 

Adam Hoch sch ild, The Unquiet Ghost Russians Remember Stalin 
from Mark Chase 

Alan Pear s, The Dream of Scipio 

From Bette Crowley 

 Steph en Puleo, The Dark Tide 

from Margie Harvey 

Rober t Heilbr on er , The Worldly Philosophers: The Lives, Times and Ideas of the Great Economic 

Thinkers 

from Allison Kangas 

 Br uce Sch ulman, The Seventies 

 Dai Sijie, Balzak and the Little Chinese Seamstress 

from Chris Kurhajetz 

James Baldwin , No Name in the Street 

Steph en Kin zer, Overthrow 

Ton y Judt, Ill Fares the Land 

 from Andrew Langlois 
 Ban ksy, Wall and Piece 

 Joh n Perkin s, Confessions of an Economic Hit Man 

 James Clavell, Shogun 

from Barbara Letterie 

Jon Kr akauer , Where Men Win Glory 

from Lorin Maloney 

Barr ington Moor e Jr ., Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and Peasant in the 

Making of the Modern World 

Adam Hoch sch ild, King Leopold’s Ghost 

Tr uman Capote, In Cold Blood 
Car olin e Elkin s, Imperial Reckoning: The Untold Story of Britain: Gulag in Kenya 

from Chris Marques 

 Han s Fallada, Every Man Dies Alone 

 Bar ton Gellman ,  Angler: The Cheney Vice Presidency 

from Janet Needham 

 Jamie For d, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

from Katy Rees 

 Er ik Lar son, Devil in the White City 

 Emma Lar kin , Finding George Orwell in Burma 

Asn e Seier stad, The Bookseller of Kabul 
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